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Club Calendar:

FRAC Meeting:

We will have our club meeting on Thursday, April
10, 2025, 7:30pm at the UGA Gardens in Griffin
and on Zoom.

Sean Neckel will be the featured program speaker
this month and it will be his famous FRAC Trivia
game night with prizes.

Public Observing Events:

Our educational event this month is on Thursday,
April 3rd at Crescent Rd Elementary School in
Griffin.

Our first public event is scheduled for April 4th at
Indian Springs State Park from 7:45 till 9:45. If
Friday gets cancelled, then the event will be moved
to Saturday, April 5th.

Our second public event is scheduled for Friday,
April 18th at Lake Horton in Fayetteville, Ga from

8:15 till 10:15. If Friday is cancelled then the event
will be moved to Saturday, April 19th.

FRAC Observing Events:
Our monthly club event will be held on April 25th
and 26th at Joe Kurz from dusk till whenever.

The gate is now closed, so please be sure to leave
the gate as you find it when the last person leaves
for the night.

The lock code is 9321.

Please keep checking your email for updates
regarding club events.

President’s Message:

Breaking News: CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
— A day at Uranus just got a little longer. Scientists
reported Monday that observations by the Hubble
Space Telescope have confirmed it takes Uranus 17
hours, 14 minutes and 52 seconds to complete a full
rotation. That’s 28 seconds longer than estimates by
NASA’s Voyager 2 spacecraft in the 1980s.

Presidents Report:

After this astonishing news that really affects
everyone, life makes thing hard to follow.

Question, what does FRAC mean to YOU?

I can remember back when I was in the 2nd grade in
a one room schoolhouse and Miss Erma had placed
a poster of the solar system on the wall and it got
me to wondering about outer space, and then the
subject for some reason came up about Halley’s
Comet. I told myself that I hoped I would be alive
to see that comet the next time it came around.
Sadly, I did not see that comet the next time it
came.

As I was looking back on some older FRAC
newsletters, I smiled when it said that you may have
to dial 770 in front of the phone numbers to reach
the members of FRAC. That brought back
memories because when I was looking at that poster
of the solar system, we didn’t like it when we had to
start putting 599 in front of my 8-party phone line
instead of just 3333; that was our phone number in
1958.

So, where do you want FRAC to go in 20257 I
would like to have something at every meeting to
help new members and visitors in their hopefully
new hobby of Astronomy. We have many



wonderful and highly educated astronomers that
belong to FRAC that could possibly develop a
mentorship to help newcomers find their place.
Things such as: what binoculars should I purchase,
are there certain books that would be most helpful,
what about apps for their phone, and the biggie
question, what telescope would be best for me?
Are these legitimate concerns? This is not a one
man show, it is a CLUB of many types, abilities,
knowledge and accomplishments.

As you can see, this newsletter is different. [ am a
visual person and seeing club members in action
and sharing their love for Astronomy can inspire us
all or at least inspire me.

Astronomy Trivia:

1. What causes tides to rise and fall in the Earth’s
oceans?

2. What is the name of the area composed mostly of
small, icy bodies outside the orbit of Neptune?

3. What is the only Dwarf planet in the inner Solar
System?

4. What is the only asteroid (potentially) visible to
the naked eye?

FRAC T-Shirts
FRAC T-shirts are still available! They are $20 at
all FRAC gatherings.

Membership dues are $15.00 per year, make check
out to Flint River Astronomy Club sent to Mark’s
addressor at the meeting, or pay through
Venmo@fracmoney24 (search for a business
account)

FRAC meeting:

Last month we had perfect skies at Sprewell Bluff.
Members present were Alfred McClure, Sean &
Chelsea Neckel, Wade & Carmen Simmons, David
& Rosanne Stone, Tom & Brittany Partin, Larry
Dove, King Davis, George Ruff and Ray
Goodfellow..
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Solar System Observing — April 2025

Mercury: Visible for a few days in the second half
of April, extremely low in the east before sunrise.
Venus: Rising low in the east in the hour before
dawn.

Mars: Bright and easy to view after dark all month.
Setting a couple of hours after midnight.

Jupiter: Bright and easy to spot in the west after
dark, setting a couple of hours after sunset.

Saturn: Visible low in the east below Venus,
before dawn in the last two weeks of April.

https://science.nasa.gov/solar-
system/skywatching/whats-up-april-2025-
skywatching-tips-from-nasa/
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Classifieds:

If you have something you would like to buy, sell,
or trade, email the specifics, including your contact
information to stneckel@gmail.com
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Carlos Flores: image taken with my Seestar S50
from my backyard on Friday, 3-14-2025 at 2:50 am.
The clouds rolled in, and I packed up ending this
morning DSO.

Image Acquired over Several Years

The Antennae Galaxies, NGC 4038/4039, are a pair
of colliding galaxies in the constellation of Corvus.
As the galaxies accelerated toward each other they
left behind a trail of stars and debris. The trail looks
like the antennae of an insect. The two galaxies will
form one larger galaxy as time passes. Visually it
will take an 8-to-10-inch scope to see the cores of
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the two galaxies which will look like a curved
peanut. They have a magnitude of 10.3. These
galaxies are about 45 million light-years away.

It took a couple of years to get enough exposures to
reveal the trails of stars. Part of that was because the
weather was not good during the best months to
observe them and also because the southern position
did not yield as much exposure time per night.

If you look at the two western stars of Corvus
(Minkar and Gienah Corvus) and make an
equilateral triangle to the west of them then the
point of the triangle will be close to the Antennae
Galaxies.

The Flaming Star eul IOS, uesy of Sean
Neckel

Sprewell Bluff night

Antennae Galaxies
Alan Pryor

This photo of the Flaming Star Nebula, also known
as IC405 was taken from my backyard on Sunday,
March 2, 2025 at around 9pm, using my ZWO
SeeStar 50. I used a relatively short set of
exposures, taking about 12 minutes of 10 second
exposures.

The reflection / emission nebula is located in
Auriga, near AE Aurigae has an apparent magnitude
of about 6.0.




Answers:

1. The gravitational force of the Moon

2. The Kuiper Belt

3. Ceres. It is designated as both a Dwarf planet and
an asteroid.

4. 4-Vesta can reach apparent magnitude 5.3 at
opposition, making it visible under dark skies.
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