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                                   * * * 

Club Calendar:  

FRAC Meeting:  

We will have our club meeting on Thursday, May 8, 

2025, 7:30pm at the UGA Gardens in Griffin and on 

Zoom.  Aaron Calhoun is the lead for this month 

with a Zoom guest Dr. Becky Smethurst; 

Astrophysicist.  

 

Next month Carlos Flores will be giving a program 

on AP Photo Processing Techniques.   

 

Public Observing Events: 

•  May 9, 8:15pm — Indian Springs State Park 

Public Observing Event, Flovilla, GA   

• (In case of clouds, the event will be held the 

following evening)  

•  May 16, 8:15pm — Fayette County Rec 

Department Public Observing at Lake Horton   

• (In case of clouds, the event will be held the 

following evening)  

 

 

FRAC Observing Events:   

Our monthly club event will be held on May 23 and 

24 at Joe Kurz from dusk till whenever. 

 

The gate is now locked and make sure to lock our 

combination lock on to the other keyed lock on the 

chain (NOT INTO THE CHAIN) when the last 

person leaves for the night.  

 

The lock combination is 9321. 

 

Reminder, you must have a hunting or fishing 

license to participate on a WMA and they do check 

from time to time.  

 

Please keep checking your email and the FRAC 

Facebook group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2002160466558

902 for updates.    

 

President’s Message: 

 

5 May 

1961   

First human-piloted space 

flight (Alan Shepard).  

First human-crewed 

suborbital flight.   

WOW 15 minutes and 28 

seconds that kickstarted 

American manned space 

travel.  

  

USA   

Freedom 

7  

I remember sitting with many class members at 4th 

Ward school here in Griffin GA, watching that 

memorable event on a black and white TV with 

Walter Cronkite narrating.  

 

Now space travel has become just like so many 

things, a common everyday occurrence it seems. 

With enough money you can even book your own 

private Space Flight that will be equal to or greater 

than what Alan Shepard experienced back in 1961. 

Is space really our final frontier?  

  

Just last year, many of the members of our club 

were out watching the total eclipse of the sun. That 

got me reminiscing over my days last year, at this 

time. I had planned on being in Texas to watch the 

eclipse. On the way, I stopped in Alabama at a 

major custom knife conference.  After that, I 

continued to Texas to watch the eclipse with 17 

other members of the family in the front yard of my 

sister-in-law in New Boston, TX. We were on the 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2002160466558902
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2002160466558902
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Shepard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_7


zero line and had a great 4 minutes’ worth of total 

eclipse. This year, on the first weekend in April, 

again I was at a very large custom knife conference 

over in Alabama meeting some of the great 

designers and makers of custom knives, that is just 

one of my many hobbies.  

  

This year I will be focusing much more on 

astronomy and trying to learn how to produce some 

nice photographs of stars and nebula. But I do have 

other things that have to be done this year and that 

is of course going to my annual family reunion, this 

year it will be in Missouri and then in August I will 

be going to see one of my granddaughters who will 

receive her doctorate degree in nursing. And then, 

of course, in September, I will be going to an annual 

blacksmith conference over in Alabama. One of my 

highlights at the Alabama conference is to spend 

time with a friend of mine who worked on the moon 

landing project at NASA.  

  

So, coming back down to earth let's join together 

and come up with ways to increase the visibility of 

our local astronomy club here in Griffin and to 

share information with everyone in our community 

of influence.  

 

In the coming months, I want to set up criteria with 

the help of the club members to interview members 

and present their experiences and the 

accomplishments they have achieved in the field of 

astronomy.  

 

Alfred  

 

FRAC T-Shirts 

FRAC T-shirts are still available! They are $20 at 

all FRAC gatherings.  

 

Club dues ---- Please turn in ASAP if you have not 

already done so. $15 by cash, check or by Venmo to 

Mark Sutton.  Make check out to Flint River 

Astronomy Club sent to Mark’s address or at the 

meeting, or pay through Venmo@fracmoney24 

(search for a business account) 

 

* * * 

FRAC meeting: 

 

Last month we had a great attendance at the 

monthly club meeting.  

Alfred McClure, George Ruff, Wade Simmons, 

Tom Moore, Larry & Twila Dove, Sean Neckel, 

Tom & Brittany Partin, Carlos Flores, Roger & Ann 

Kuter, John Yoder, J.D. Miller and daughters, Ben 

Barker.   

 

On Zoom we had David & Rosanne Stone, Clayton 

Wilson, John Cruickshank, Mark & Terri Sutton, 

Alan Pryor and Aaron Calhoun.  

 

Carlos donated a Canon camera to be given away at 

the meeting. Sean has a spin wheel app on his 

laptop to select a winner, and the wheel landed on 

me, Alfred as the winner.   

 

* * * 

Classifieds: 

 

If you have something you would like to buy, sell, 

or trade, email the specifics, including your contact 

information to stneckel@gmail.com 

 

* * * 

This month we had some great pictures submitted 

from our membership.  

 

I, Alan Pryor, used to visit Chile several times per 

year for business and a little pleasure. However, 

they have a lot observatories, and some offer 

telescope rental for astrophotography. I managed to 

get some rental time. Also, the constellations really 

do look upside down from South America.   

 

One of my targets was the Tarantula Nebula. It is in 

the constellation of Dorado, and it is in the Large 

Magellanic Cloud which is considered a dwarf 

galaxy. It is about 160,000 light-years away. Some 

people claim it is visible to the naked eye, but the 

literature lists it as an 8th magnitude nebula. It 

contains a star cluster, NGC 2070.   

 

The Tarantula Nebula contains one of the largest 

and brightest stars forming regions in   

our Local Group of Galaxies. Among these stars it 

has some of the hottest and largest known stars.  

   

Another target was the Eta Carina Nebula (NGC 

3372). It is a large emission nebula in the Carina 

constellation. It is about 7,500 light-years away in 

an arm of the Milky Way so there are thousands of 

stars in the background. It shines at a magnitude of 

10.8. Among the nebula there are also dark clouds, 

mailto:stneckel@gmail.com


star clusters, some of the most luminous stars in the 

Milky Way and some Wolf-Rayet stars. Near the 

center of the nebula is a structure known as the 

Keyhole Nebula.   

 

If you visit Chile, January through February are 

good months to observe the Tarantula Nebula. It is 

their summer time. February and March are better 

times for the Eta Carina Nebula.  

  

       

  

 Eta Carina and Tarantula Nebulae   

Alan Pryor   

 

    

Image submitted from Mark Sutton of Sirius 

 

  

Tom Partin’s little scope at Lake Horton and Larry 

Dove’s great scope  



          

  

  

  

May Observing: from Earthsky.org  

 

Look high in the west 60 minutes after sunset to see 

the waning crescent moon hanging next to Mars. 

Just below the red planet will glow the dim Beehive 

star cluster in Cancer, the Crab. Binoculars will help 

you spot the dim cluster. In this one scene lies the 

240,000-mile-distant moon sitting by the 135 

million-mile-distant Mars, with both appearing near 

the 577 light-year-distant Beehive.  

  

  

  

 
 

## 

https://earthsky.org/moon-phases/waning-crescent/
https://earthsky.org/clusters-nebulae-galaxies/praesepe-beehive-cluster/
https://earthsky.org/constellations/cancer-heres-your-constellation/
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/how-far-is-a-light-year/

